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Vict ims Names as Linked Open Data:  Some Examples 

TOPICS

F r o m  t h e  “ I s l a n d s ” to  a  G l o b a l  D a t a  S p a ce

The  ONTOLOGY on  the  “Shoah” Domain

Today our Victims Names Databases are like “Islands”  in the Sea of the Web...1
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How best to provide access to data so it can be most 
easily reused? 
How to enable the discovery of relevant data within the 
multitude of available data sets? 
How to enable applications to integrate data from large 
numbers of formerly unknown data sources? 
!
Just as the World Wide Web has revolutionized the way we 
connect and consume documents, so can it revolutionize the 
way we discover, access, integrate and use data.  

“

”(Tom Heath, Christian Bizer, “Evolving the Web into a Global Data Space”,  
 http://linkeddatabook.com/editions/1.0/#htoc50)

http://linkeddatabook.com/editions/1.0/#htoc50




One of the consequences of “isolation”: no possibilities of merging  data

Just an example… 
The case of Jeruchem Flank

The name “Jeruchem Flank” is present in 4 
different DB - sometimes with different 
spellings, sometimes associated to lightly 
different biographical information.  
!
These 4 names, and related information, are 
all referred to the same, unique PERSON. 



Data about Jeruchem Flank published by CDEC

N.B.: Jeruchem Flank is in the Italian List of the Shoah Victims because he was arrested in 
Italy.



Data about Jeruchem Flank published by the Memorial de la Shoah 

 

N.B.: Jeruchem Flank is in the French Shoah Victims database because his name is in the  
transportelisten of Jews deported from France.  



N.B.: Jeruchem Flank is in Yad Vashem database because 1) someone left a page of testimony 
about him 2) He is in the French list of names included in the Yad Vashem database.

Data about Jeruchem Flank published by Yad Vashem 



Let’s try to imagine to get all these scattered information about Jeruchem 
Flank with a unique research and with the certainty that they all are 
related to a unique Person - named “Jeruchem” or “Yeruchem” or 
“Yerukham” Flank (or Plank) or פלנק, born in Dobromil (or Dohomil) the 
20 of September 1898. 
!
Let’s try to imagine to virtually recompose the scattered families…



Linked Data make it possible. 
 

Linked Data can build the “bridges”  
(and turn the World Wide Web  

in a Global Data Space). 





In February 2014 CDEC Foundation published the 9031 names (and 
related biographical data) of the Victims of the Shoah in Italy and the 
9968 names of their relatives, as a Linked Open Data data set and 
interlinked it with other data sets. 
 

 The result is the following … 
!

EXAMPLES



http://185.6.72.2/lodview/person/2634 

http://185.6.72.2/lodview/person/2634


The Ontology on the “Shoah” domain 



!
!

It formally describes the concepts and relationships proper 
to the persecution and deportation process of the Jews in 
Italy between 1943 and 1945.  

THE ONTOLOGY ON THE SHOAH DOMAIN 

In building the ontology on the Shoah domain the starting point has been the database of the 9031 names of Jews 
victims of the Nazi and Fascist persecution in Italy. The Database has been created by the CDEC Foundation during four 
decades of research work in order to identify and verify names and destinies of each person.  
The aim of this ontology is to provide, through a representation as neutral as possible of the persecution process of the 
Jews in Italy, a model (vocabulary) for describing experiences of persecution and deportation also occurred in other 
countries and contexts.  
The specificity of the Italian experience of the Shoah is deductible not so much from the ontology but from the 
connected data coming from the database on the victims of the Shoah in Italy produced by the CDEC; in particular those 
relating to dates and places (whether they are places of arrest, prisons or internment camps before the deportation) all of 
which were properly georeferenced. Classes and properties' of this ontology - identified through the analysis of the 
database and the constant dialogue and discussion with the CDEC historians - have the task of describing in an abstract 
manner, a specific moment in the process of persecution of the Jews of Europe, and namely that relating to the Jews in 
Italy between 1943 and 1945 - then, the arrests, the imprisonments, the convoys of deportation, the nazi concentration 
and extermination camps.
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Graph: PERSECUTION CLASS and related PROPERTIES



http://cdec.opendams.org/lod/shoah/reference-document.html

http://cdec.opendams.org/lod/shoah/reference-document.html


Alignments and Interlinkings 



INTERLINKING TEST  
!
- CDEC dataset of Victims Names  
with 
- Central State Archive Dataset of Names published in the Inventory  
“Foreign Internees and Espionage 1939-1945”

ALIGNMENT of 
Name, FamilyName, BirthDate, BirthPlace

CDEC DATASET 
9031 Names of Victims

ACS DATASET 
15.300 Names  

of Foreign Internees 
(5731 names of Foreign Jews 

interned in Italy)

120 names perfectly aligned



The “Shoah Victims Names” dataset has 
been aligned with ACS dataset, Viaf, 
Geonames, Dbpedia; for these alignments 
it has been included in the LOD Cloud 
published by the University of Mannheim 
(last updated, September 2014).



“With this work we intended to make a crucial first step for the 
description of the domain on the Shoah in its entirety, for the 
completion of which it will be necessary to wait for the processing 
of representations based on experiences, and therefore points of 
view, other than the Italian one”.

CDEC Ontology on the Shoah is only a first step… 


